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CONFIDENTIAL 


December 8, 1983 


MEMORANDUM FOft The Secretary of State 

— The Secretary of Defense 

The Secretary of Energy 
The Director , Office of Management and 
_ T h e Director of Central Intelligence 

The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

-The Director, Arms Control and 


Executive Registry 


HMHA 


Budget 


Disarmament Agency 
The Director, Office of Science and 
Technology Policy 

The Administrator, National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 


SUBJECT: 


Back-up Material for Consultations on the 
Strategic Defense Initiative (C) 


A short paper to provide you %fith additional unclassified 
information^ the strategic defense initiative is attached at 
Tab A This paper has been keyed to a short briefing based on 
the charts at ? Tab B.~~ The briefing team, if called upon will 
actually use .sir-expanded -version of the briefing outlined 
here. <C)-~ _ . 




J. M. Poindexter 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 


ccs The Vice President 

Attachment# 

Tab A Background paper 

Tab B Charts 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Declassify vn s OADR 
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BRirriMQ oh 


tub PRESIDENT'S STRATEGIC DEFENSE INITIATIVE 


Initiative 

. ,, ,„«,■> president Reagan announced a long-tern 

• on March 23, 1983. FT«axO nuciMr _ aCT(ed balllnfeie nlaalle* 
goal of eli»in*tingthe threat nysten technologies. and 

through the developnent of i ensi ve nuclear ana to 

.A. * first step, the President directed that, (Chart 2) 

^ an assessment be conducted of a broad range of 
t«l«v»nt technologies! •*» 

_ an analysis be mada of the strategy and arse 
control inpl i cition* • 

. This wort has been coveted and «bnltted to the Preside,' 
for rrri«w* 

. Aft.r 

and our allies, the President exit ■»« 
technologies Rfci> progi— • 

Defensive Technologies 

i technologies end last summer 

'o Recent advances in d * f *""/ l0 ^i es by a vide range of 

- sSiErSEStoT' 

and that 

— a vigorous * t0 ^^shoul^be^pursuedt ^is would 

result-oriented, should be Pur ^ 

permit informed dectaxons^ ^ in ^ rln g 

An L ^ C which ultimately cowld to 

development phane wnx tha yur 

a deployed detenaive capability alter *n« j 

2000 e 
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reentry. < chert 4 > 

. Significant intermediate technolog ies^can^be «*»»£•£» 

prov id#* v let bl •°evidenc«°of P U . S . progre.a and resolve and .. * 
hedge against Soviet development.. 

jkbsss t“^ars±r3Sgff^ 

program and will be folly explored. 

• The R*D program ““** thaotsT academic 

c^unUi n Cy V re«^i-» **P®rtion of the DW* bodg.t for eoch 

investigation** 

Co*t 

. prior to to. m.yg.,1 

billion ... 1 T.J ro IMS t»rooS» 1»» 

'rsT.^ot u.1,1. «*•« 51 • 

- • to 25 to 50 percent will 

- In technologically limited WO on the — t pro-i.mg 

concepts . 

- However, the 

determined in th which will be reviewed 

25 £?“-«• >5,rt u b * 

- presented to Congreaa In January M*4. 


Hedge Aoalrst S oviet Program 


. The decision to pursue a flefenaive technology. *H> Ptonr 

i. not .^«ly • U.S. initiative. < Chart 6) 

• The Soviet Union currently isi 

utKiradinq the world’s only active BHD »*»*•»• 

SS’gS.’U 3S5S UJSSSr ss...., 
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pursuing PVD on a rapidly deployable ABM ay.tew; 
and 

pursuing a substantial# advanced _ 

technologies program, including 
technology, which could lead to the testing 
space-based ABM sy stems in the »id W»0e and 
deployment niter the turn of the century. 

ZZk'* aKsSSi^ 

interceptor ABM system within the nest ten y« 

. » o.s. i***"^; * 

ussrijnsrsuit^ izs* •««*• » 

defense eye tern. 

: - -S~=S S22.-5SSAS5ffl LsS:.; 

■ss»."-=K , a&4' , ==H£w 

impressive eir end passive defense capabilities, 
w^ld have n very seriowe, ndveree effect on 
our security and that of our allies. 


neterrence »>d Stabili ty H»ol icattons 


. z- defends inltiativt is consistent with# and 

. do ton... 

increasing deterrence and strategic ntaomey -y 

reducing the utility of preemptive attacks on 
retaliatory torces* 

, r _ denying an aggressor confidence in the result, of 
any attack; 

- reducing or eliminating l when combined with 

effective air defenses) effective counter force 
options— both limited and major ant Jy 

traclon of insufficient weapons to significantly 
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i 

i 

* 


4 


damage military aaaeta. leaving °ni * * U * 

options of limited utility and credibility)* 

and 

„ decreasing incentive to MIRV ballistic -is.lle. 
through boost-phaae intercept*. 

™2 u » h S.S i » 

depend, on a strong, modernised ano 
detectence. 

e Some uncertainties^affectin^^terrence^and^atabil ^ yBC _ 

^titles of d!£nsWe*»y»tem* So,,l * t ■”’* 

uncertainties relate to, 

__ effectiveness of O.S. a«rf Soviet defensive -T-terns 

and each side's perception of the other s 
capability; 

— the vulnerabilities of the defensive systsnf 

— the size, exposition and ™ ln * "Militias 

of each side's offensive nuclear forces; 

. -f -r an<J; 

aha overall PATO-Waraaw Pact nilitary balance, and 
neanatodeteT conventional force aggreaaion. 


ms Control implic ations 


eh., research and development effort envisaged by 
resident's initiative is ****"£},* Resident’ a initiative 

siisj!:::; .1" ™*« <* 

ogifs* (Chart 8) 

, . . i. initiative complements the goal* ot our 

• This President s ion if leant r ^ %iCtiQns in 

Hr end START negotiations siqnittc 

luclear armaments: 

, r _ defenses have potential for reducing the value 
of ballistic missiles, thus increasing 
likelihood of negotiated reduction*. 

'urrent rrmjrirr* F ^ rC€ ISll££ 

[row the woderru ration of strategic anu 
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assets and 
deterrence 


conventional forces essential 
over the decade or two. 


to the maintenance of 
(Chart 9) 


n^fense Initiative and the Miles 

. U.S. commitment to the detenee ot the allies is not 
changed by strategic defense Initiative. 


* The U.S. intends to -or* cloeely «ith it. friend. and 
... to that our common deterrent remains strong and 

Ittl&iZZ that allied security against aggression is enhanced 

by the Initiative. (Chart 2d> 


I 
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‘ • PRESIDENT REAGAN'S SPEECH (23 MAR 83) 


• REDUCE EXCLUSIVE RELIANCE ON RETALIATION, 
INCREASE CONTRIBUTION OF DEFENSE 

• LONG TERM R&D PROGRAM '! 

• NSDD 85 (25 MAR 83) 

• GOAL: ELIMINATE THREAT OF BALLISTIC MISSILES 

• STUDY STRATEGY AND DEFINE AN R&D PLAN 

• NSSD 6-83 (18 APR 83): TWO STUDIES TO BE SUBMITTED 
OCT 83 

• FUTURE SECURITY STRATEGY STUDY: POLICY 
ASPECTS 

• DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY STUDY: LONG TERM R&D 
PROGRAM PLAN 
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FLETCHER STUDY CONCLUSIONS 


DEVELOPMENT OF EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES CAN MAKE 
DEFENSE AGAINST BALLISTIC MISSILES POSSIBLE 


PACE 

• NOW 

• EARLY 1990s 

• 2000 

AND AFTER 





BROAD-BASED, FOCUSED TECHNOLOGY 

DEVELOPMENT 

FULL SCALE ENGINEERING 

DEVELOPMENT 

DEPLOYMENT 


FEATURES 

• MULTIPLE LAYERS 

• TECHNICAL DEMONSTRATIONS 

• SURVIVIBILITY 

• INNOVATION 
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